
The Advocate of the Year competition
11 and 12 November 2017

Presented in association with TARGETjobs Law

We are proud to announce Advocate of the Year 2017, a 
national mock trial competition open to all students who 
are yet to commence their legal vocational training. 

Develop your real-world legal skills in a competitive arena, 
with lifelike cases replicating the work of the junior Bar and 
featuring actors (including ex-convicts) hired to play the 
client roles.

Major scholarship awards for the BPTC are on offer to  
top performers.

How it works
The event will be held on the 11 and 12 November 2017  
and will run across five locations nationally:

• London
• Leeds
• Manchester
• Birmingham
• Bristol

Compete over one weekend as part of a team, and then 
ultimately as an individual, in a series of four mini trials. In 
each location, some universities have been invited to submit 
teams through Bar or Law Societies. The other teams will be 
made up of individual participants, with 22 teams in total. 

To find out more or to take part
 bpp.com/aoty

This was the best organised and most useful external 
competition the Oxford team had taken part in with the 
level and quality of feedback exceptionally high.

I would just like to thank you very much and say how 
much the competition was an amazing experience for 
all of us who competed for Leeds. We cannot wait to get 
the chance to compete again next year.

I really enjoyed the experience and I thought the witness 
interaction and the feedback were exceptional.

Harry Spillane 
President of the Oxford Bar Society

Matthew Tobin 
Leeds Law Society President

James Stott 
Kings College London
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Advocate of the year - Competition Rules 
 

 
Introduction 
 
The team of lawyers who conduct training for the Bar are proud to bring you the ‘Advocate of the Year 
Competition’. The competition is brought to you in association with GTI Target Law. 
 
Competitors will conduct 4 short trials over the course of a weekend (November 11th – 12th 2017). They will 
score points for the quality of the performance they deliver while playing a specific role within that trial 
setting. The roles that each member of the team fulfils will rotate over the weekend, and therefore each 
member of the team will perform each role once. Each competitor will amass an overall score and have the 
chance to prove themselves as the most able all round advocate.  
 
The case studies will aim to replicate the early months of practice. They will be designed to test and to nourish 
the sort of skills that a barrister might be called upon to use in pupillage.  
 
We will provide basic training for the competitors. We will give feedback during the competition and the best 
performers will receive personalized letters of commendation for use in pupillage or other work (experience) 
applications. The top three performers nationally will win substantial fee discounts for the BPTC with BPP.  
 
 

How the event will run 
 
Each team will have 4 team members. The competition will involve the team conducting a series of trials 
which will have one witness per side only, meaning a trial will take approximately 90 minutes. Each team 
member will take one of the 4 roles involved in the trial. The 4 roles which a student can expect to perform 
will be: 
 
1) A conference with the client before trial (see below) [20 mins]  

 
2) An examination-in-chief (EIC) of their client [15 mins] 

 
3) A cross-examination (XX) of the opposing party [15 mins] 
 
4) A speech or legal application [15 mins] 
 
The event will run over a weekend. There will be 2 trials on Saturday and 2 trials on the Sunday.  
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Allocation of roles 
 
As each team will perform 4 times over the weekend, each member of each team will play a different role in 
each round. The team is able to decide which member plays which role in each round.  
 

 
Entries  
 
We are going to run the competition across 5 different regional centers. 22 Teams will compete in this event 
and allocation will be on the following basis: 6 teams will compete in the London region; 4 teams compete in 
each of the other centers, namely, Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester and Bristol.  
 
 

Sample timetable for the weekend 
 
9:30   Team introduced to their client for a conference (assessed) 
9:50  Conference ends. Team have a short time to perfect preparation 
10:30  Trial commences (EIC of Team A’s witness, XX of Team A’s witness, EIC of Team   
  B’s witness, XX of Team B’s witness, x2 speeches/applications) 
12:00  Trial concludes - feedback given (to 12:30pm) 
 
LUNCH - 12:30 - 1:30 
 
1:30   New brief (a variation on the morning brief) handed out. 
2:30   Team introduced to their client for a short conference 
2:50  Conference ends. Team have a short time to perfect preparation 
3:30  Trial commences (EIC of Team A’s witness, XX of Team A’s witness, EIC of Team   
  B’s witness, XX of Team B’s witness, x2 speeches/applications) 
5:00  Trial concludes - feedback given (to 5:30pm) 
 
 
 
 

4 team regional model 
 
This model will be in operation in the Birmingham, Leeds and Manchester regions.   
 
Team A 
Team B 
Team C 
Team D 
 

Saturday AM Saturday PM Sunday AM Sunday PM 

Team A vs Team B 
Team C vs Team D 

Team A vs Team C 
Team B vs Team D 

Team A vs Team D 
Team B vs Team C 

Team A vs Team B 
Team C vs Team D 
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6 team London model 
 
Teams A - F 
 

Saturday AM Saturday PM Sunday AM Sunday PM 

Team A vs Team B 
Team C vs Team D 
Team E vs Team F 

Team A vs Team D 
Team B vs Team E 
Team C vs Team F 

Team A vs Team C 
Team B vs Team F 
Team D vs Team E 

Team F vs Team A 
Team B vs Team D 
Team C vs Team E 

 
This model operates on the basis that there are 3 rooms in use and that there are 3 tutors present to act as 
judges and provide feedback. 
 

 
The briefs 
 
On Saturday, we will conduct 2 civil trials, each a subtle variation on the other. The teams will act once for 
each side. 
 
On Sunday we will conduct 2 criminal trials, each a subtle variation on the other. The teams will act once for 
each side.  
 
 

Scoring 
 
This will be a ‘round robin’ event; every team will compete 4 times. The judging will be done by BPP staff 
members, who will employ the same criteria which is in use on the Bar Professional Training Course. Marking 
to established BPTC criteria should ensure a good level of consistency between markers nationally. Each 
individual will therefore receive 4 scores over the weekend, one for each part played in each trial. These 
marks will be totaled to yield both regional and national winners.  
 
 

How to take part 
 
How you take part is dependent on the university that you attend. BPP will invite the Bar/Law Societies of 
some universities to select a team from amongst the members of that Bar/Law Society to compete. As a 
result, interested parties MUST make contact with that society. Universities wishing to accept the invitation 
should inform BPP of their decision by midday on 25th October 2017. If no response has been received by 
that date, we may have to offer your place to another university.  
 
If you attend any other university, you are eligible to take a place in a “Composite Team”, the selection for 
which will be conducted by BPP. To be considered for a “Composite Team”, you must send in a one page 
‘public speaking’ CV, and upload a one minute clip explaining why you would make a good participant to 
a file sharing site, and email the link and the CV to aoty@bpp.com.  
 
University Bar/Law Societies must have selected their teams, and informed BPP of those selected, by midday 
on Friday 4th November 2016. Any applications for the composite teams will also be finalised by this date.  
 
 
The table below lists the teams that have been invited: 
 
 

mailto:aoty@bpp.com
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Invited 
 
 
Invited to London 
(alphabetically) 
 

 Cambridge University 

 Kings College London 

 Oxford University 

 University College London 

 London Region Composite Team 1 

 London Region Composite Team 2 
 
 
Invited to Birmingham 
(alphabetically) 

 Birmingham University 

 Leicester University 

 Warwick University 

 Midlands Region Composite Team 
 
 
Invited to Bristol 
(alphabetically) 

 Bristol University 

 Cardiff University 

 Exeter University 

 Reading University 
 
 
Invited to Leeds 
(alphabetically) 
 

 Durham 

 Leeds  

 York 

 Northern Region Composite Team 
 

 
Invited to Manchester 
(alphabetically) 

 Lancaster 

 Liverpool 

 Manchester 

 Sheffield 
 

 
NB – GDL applicants are welcome.  
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Actors  
 
BPP will supply actors to perform the client role for the Saturday rounds and, subject to availability, we will 
endeavor to supply actors on the Sunday (the criminal round) who are ex-convicts and who have therefore 
had lawyers represent them through the criminal justice system. 
 
 

 
Cost 
 
Entry to the competition is free. Nor do we ask that teams supply a judge.  
 
However, we cannot fund competitor’s travel or accommodation expenses.  
 
 
 
 

Prizes 
 
The top prize is confirmed as £5000 discount on the BPTC fees, with any other person winning in any region 
receiving £2500. The team members of the strongest team overall receive a £1000 discount if they are not 
otherwise recipients of a higher amount. Other fee discounts may be awarded by way of discretion.  
 
 
 

Enquiries 

Any enquiries about this competition should be addressed to aoty@bpp.com.  

mailto:aoty@bpp.com

